
Dear Ninth Grade Honors Student, 
 
This letter is to inform you of your required summer reading.  By the first day of the semester,  you are to 
have read Lord of the Flies by William Golding, one historical fiction novel of your own choosing*, and one 
book of your choosing from the attached independent reading list.  Additionally, you must have 
completed a Novel Critique worksheet for each book.  These worksheets will be used to guide class 
lessons and discussions.  This assignment is to be done solely on an independent basis and without the 
aid and use of outside sources (this includes the internet, CliffsNotes, Sparknotes and the like, your 
friends, etc.).  The thoughts are to be your own and no one else’s.  
 
The Novel Critique worksheets can be filled in as hard copies or done online The worksheets are posted 
in Google Classroom.  Join the “English 9 Honors Summer Reading” class by using this code: dvklh2.  If 
you choose, you can type right onto the pdf, but you must click the download icon first then open it with 
Adobe.  Even if you fill the worksheet in online, you can still sketch the characters on your own and turn 
them in the first day of class if you wish. 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact us at 
julie.vacca@madisonschools.net or trisha.lawrie@madisonschools.net. 
 
We are looking forward to meeting you, 

 

Mrs. Vacca and Mrs. Lawrie 
 
Suggestions for the Historical Fiction Novel: 
*Bosse, Malcolm. The Examination. 1994.  Fifteen-year-old Hong and his older brother Chen face famine, flood, pirates, 
and jealous rivals on their journey through fifteenth century China. 
*Tan, Amy. The Joy Luck Club. 1989. This book contains the stories of four Chinese-immigrant women and their 
American-born daughters. Each of  the four Chinese women has her own view of the world based on her experiences in 
China and wants to share that vision with her daughter. 
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*Alexander, Robert. The Kitchen Boy. 2003. Robert Alexander re-creates the tragic, perennially fascinating story of the 
final days of Russian monarchs Nicholas and Alexandra as seen through the eyes of the Romanov’s young kitchen boy, 
Leonka. 
*Dunlap, Suzanne. Anastasia’s Secret. For Anastasia Romanov, life as the privileged daughter of Russia's last tsar is 
about to be torn apart by the bloodshed of revolution. A romance blooms between Anastasia and a sympathetic young 
guard.  Will the strength of their love be enough to save Anastasia from a violent death? 
*Bradford, Chris. Young Samurai: The Way of the Warrior. 2009. Orphaned by a ninja pirate attack off the coast of Japan 
in 1611, twelve-year-old English lad Jack Fletcher is determined to prove himself, despite the bullying of fellow students, 
when the legendary sword master who rescued him begins training him as a samurai warrior. 
*Cadnum, Michael. In a Dark Wood. 1998. On orders from the King, the Sheriff of Nottingham seeks to capture outlaw 
Robin Hood, but he finds him to be a tricky and elusive foe. 
* Dunlap, Susanne Emily. The Musician's Daughter. 2009.  In eighteenth-century Vienna, Austria, fifteen-year-old 
Theresa seeks a way to help her mother and brother financially while investigating the murder of her father, a renowned 
violinist in Haydn's orchestra at the court of Prince Esterhazy, after his body is found near a gypsy camp. 
*Hoffman, Alice. Incantation. 2006. During the Spanish Inquisition, sixteen-year-old Estrella, brought up a Catholic, 
discovers her family's true Jewish identity, and when their secret is betrayed by Estrella's best friend, the consequences are 
tragic. 
*Libby, Alisa M. The King's Rose. 2009. Catharine Howard recounts the events in her life that led to her being groomed 
for marriage at the age of fifteen to King Henry VIII, her failure to produce an heir to the throne, and her quick execution. 
Meyer, Carolyn. The Bad Queen. 2010. In eighteenth-century France, Marie-Antoinette rails against the rules of etiquette 
that govern her life even as she tries to fulfill her greatest obligation, giving birth to the next king, but she finds diversion 
in spending money on clothing, parties, and gambling despite family warnings and the whispers of courtiers. 
*Napoli, Donna Jo. The Smile. 2008.  In Renaissance Italy, Elisabetta longs for romance, and when Leonardo da Vinci 
introduces her to Guiliano de Medici, whose family rules Florence but is about to be deposed, she has no inkling of the 
romance--and sorrow--that will ensue. 
*Dogar, Sharon. Annexed. Everyone knows about Anne Frank and her life hidden in the secret annex- but what about the 
boy who was trapped there with her?  
Anderson, Laurie Halse. Fever, 1793. 2000. In 1793 Philadelphia, sixteen-year-old Matilda Cook learns about 
perseverance and self-reliance when she is separated from her mother and forced to cope with the horrors of a yellow 
fever epidemic. 
*Fleishman, Paul. Bull Run. 1995. The glory, the horror, the thrill, and the disillusionment of the first battle of the Civil 
War is described in the voices of Northerners, Southerners, generals, couriers, dreaming boys, and worried sisters. 
*Butler, Octavia. Kindred. 1979. A young black woman is abruptly transported through time to save the life of the 
reckless young son of a plantation owner. 
*Rees, Celia. Witch Child. 2000. Fourteen-year-old Mary Newbury keeps a journal of her voyage from England to the 
New World and her experiences living as a witch in a community of Puritans near Salem, Massachusetts. 
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*Fleishman, Paul. Bull Run. 1995. The glory, the horror, the thrill, and the disillusionment of the first battle of the Civil 
War is described in the voices of Northerners, Southerners, generals, couriers, dreaming boys, and worried sisters. 
*Magoon, Kekla. The Rock and the River. 2009. In 1968 Chicago, fourteen-year-old Sam Childs is caught in a conflict 
between his father's nonviolent approach to seeking civil rights for African Americans and his older brother, who has 
joined the Black Panther Party. 
*Rylant, Cynthia. I Had Seen Castles. 1993. Now an old man, John is haunted by memories of enlisting to fight in World 
War II, a decision which forced him to face the horrors of war and changed his life forever. 
*Schmidt, Gary D. The Wednesday Wars. 2007. During the 1967 school year, on Wednesday afternoons seventh-grader 
Holling Hoodhood stays in Mrs. Baker's classroom where they read the plays of William Shakespeare and Holling learns 
much of value about the world he lives in. 
 
Independent Reading Choices: 
 Armageddon Summer is a novel written by Jane Yolen and Bruce Covelle about two children of religious fanatics whose 
reverend believes that the world will end on July 27, 2000 and leads their families in preparing for Armageddon. 
  

Blue Sword is a fantasy novel written by Robin McKinley about Harry Crewe, who becomes the heir to the Blue Sword 
that no woman has used since Lady Aerin. 
  

Born on a Blue Day: A Memoir: Inside the Extraordinary Mind of an Autistic Savant is a memoir by Daniel Tammet 
recounting his long struggle to emotionally connect with others. He describes his childhood and adolescence. 
  

Call of the Wild is a novel of survival written by Jack London about a suburban dog who is kidnapped and must struggle 
for existence against the frozen Alaskan Klondike as a he pulls a dog sled. 
  

Eric is a memoir written by Doris Lund about her seventeen-year-old son, Eric, who finds out he has Leukemia just before 
he is to leave for college but is still able to exhibit the will to survive. 
 

Fallen Angels by Walter Dean Myers is a book about Richie.  He should never have even been in the army, but he ends up 
in the middle of the Vietnam War. 
 

Fields of Fire, a war novel written by Jim Webb, follows the lives of several Marines serving in the Vietnam War.  
  

Friday Night Lights is a novel by H.G. Buzz Bissinger that captures the great phenomenon of Friday night lights. 
  

I Am Malala is a memoir by Malala Yousafzai.  When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, one girl 
spoke out. Malala Yousafzai refused to be silenced and fought for her right to an education. On Tuesday, October 9, 2012, 
when she was fifteen, she almost paid the ultimate price. She was shot in the head at point-blank range while riding the 
bus home from school, and few expected her to survive. 
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Izzy, Willy-Nilly is a novel written by Cynthia Voigt about a beautiful, popular girl who makes a bad choice and must live 
with the consequences, and in the process, discovers who her real friends are. 
  

A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier is a memoir by Ishmael Beah.  A former child soldier in Sierra Leone recalls 
the heart-wrenching experiences that changed him from an innocent 12-year-old into a killer. 
  

The Sword and the Stone is a classic by T.H. White which retells the epic of King Arthur and his shining Camelot. 
 

Shame the Stars a novel by Guadalupe Garcia McCall is a captivating romance filled with political intrigue, set in Texas 
during the explosive years of Mexico’s revolution. Eighteen-year-old Joaquin del Toro's future looks bright. He’s set to 
inherit his family’s Texas ranch. He’s in love with Dulcena and she’s in love with him. But it’s 1915, and trouble has been 
brewing along the US-Mexico border, and ordinary citizens are caught in the middle. 
 

Speak is a 1999 novel by Laurie Halse Anderson about a teenager named Melinda Sordino who is raped at a party during 
summer vacation 
  

Thirteen Reasons Why is a novel by Jay Asher. When Clay receives a package of cassette tapes that explain his 
classmate’s suicide, he is forced to consider how his own actions, and those of others, contributed to her decision. 
Note: The Netflix series is in many ways different from the novel.  Key characters and events have been altered.  

 
This Boy's Life: A Memoir is by Tobias Wolf about when he was young and was separated from his father and brother 
after his parents’ divorce.  He had to move around constantly and deal with his new hostile stepfather. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


